
WAC 456-10-010  Difference between formal and informal proceed-
ings.  (1) A party making an appeal may choose either a formal or in-
formal hearing in its written notice of appeal. Informal hearings are 
conducted according to the rules of practice and procedure outlined in 
this chapter. Formal hearings are conducted according to the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 RCW, and the rules of practice 
and procedure of chapter 456-09 WAC. Failure to choose a type of hear-
ing will result in the proceeding being conducted as informal.

(a) Decisions entered in an informal appeal are not subject to 
judicial review under the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter 34.05 
RCW like formal decisions. Proposed and initial decisions in informal 
cases, however, can be internally appealed to the board by filing an 
exception as outlined in WAC 456-10-730.

(b) The informal appeal process is not designed for parties who 
intend to engage in more than a limited exchange of documents and in-
formation between the parties. This exchange process is known as dis-
covery. In cases where a party anticipates discovery, a formal pro-
ceeding may be better suited as discovery is conducted according to 
the Washington state superior court civil rules.

(c) The parties may have additional avenues to challenge allowed 
by law, but which the board does not have legal authority to grant, 
and therefore, are not discussed in this chapter.

(2) An appeal may be converted from an informal to a formal pro-
ceeding as provided below:

(a) A respondent in an appeal from a decision by a board of 
equalization pursuant to RCW 84.08.130 may submit a request that the 
hearing be formal, if made within 20 calendar days of the date the no-
tice of appeal is served.

(b) The department of revenue, in appeals under RCW 82.03.130 
(1)(a), may submit a notice of its intention that the hearing be for-
mal, if made within 30 calendar days of the date the notice of appeal 
is served.

(c) The department of revenue, in appeals under RCW 82.03.130 
(1)(e), may submit a notice of its intention that a hearing be formal, 
if made within 10 calendar days from the date the notice of appeal is 
served.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 82.03.170. WSR 22-13-111, § 456-10-010, 
filed 6/15/22, effective 7/16/22; WSR 05-13-141, § 456-10-010, filed 
6/21/05, effective 8/1/05; WSR 94-07-043, § 456-10-010, filed 3/10/94, 
effective 4/10/94; WSR 89-10-057 (Order 89-03), § 456-10-010, filed 
5/2/89.]
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